Paper Assignment #2

Social and Political Philosophy

Phil 434, Fall 2008

Answer one of the following two questions.

1. What is Nussbaum’s argument in favor of a capability approach to global justice and against the social contract approach?  Critically assess her arguments.

-- What does she mean by capability theory?  What is the opposing social contract theory she is concerned to reject?  What is meant by moral cosmopolitanism?  What is meant by nationalism?  What is the reason for the focus on the person rather than the nation or people in global justice?  Why is the capability approach the best approach to global justice?  Why does Nussbaum think that there is nearly universal support for this ambitious theory?
2. What is Nussbaum’s argument in favor of the thesis that the capability approach gives a better account of justice to the disabled than the social contract theory?  Critically assess her arguments or ideas.

-- What is the capability approach?  What is social contract theory?  How does social contract theory seem to rule out proper treatment of the disabled?  What are the two different conceptions of human dignity in play in the different views?  How are they connected to the two different approaches?  Discuss some of the examples of disabled that Nussbaum discusses.
-- Your paper must be your own work and reflect your own thinking on the subject.  

-- A little more than the first half of your paper should carefully describe the thesis and arguments you are discussing.  The last third or two fifths of the paper should be your critical discussion.  In your critical discussion, make sure to discuss no more than two main issues with the argument or thesis you have described in your paper.

-- The paper should be about seven pages double spaced and typed (or about 2500 words).  It is due in class on Monday December 1st.
